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Welcome
We are now back worshipping at Church in our In - 
Person services. We have decided that for the 
foreseeable future we will be continuing with our flexible 
worship patterns which will still blends on - line services, 
home deliveries and e - mailed copies of Church in 
Transition. 
Today’s service will be looking at: John 1 v. 43 - 51
The theme for today’s service is: Telling Someone About 
Jesus



Today’s service that is set out in this 
edition of Church In Transition 
Is looking at Telling Someone About 
Jesus.
We hope that you will be able to engage 
with what has been produced for our
Sunday Service and that you would 
indeed Be Able To Share With Someone 
Else Today All About Jesus.



Isaiah 40 v. 28 - 31 NIV
 
Have you not known?
Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
The Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
His understanding is unsearchable.
 
He gives power to the faint,
And strengthens the powerless.
Even youths will faint and be weary,
And the young will fall exhausted;
But those who wait for the Lord
Shall renew their strength,
They shall mount up with wings 
Like eagles,
They shall run and not be weary,
They shall walk and not faint.

Call To 
Worship





Opening 
Prayer
Loving Lord God, whether we have rushed or taken our 
time in coming to church today, help us we pray to 
prepare ourselves to receive all that you will give us this 
day.

You have invited us to meet with you today; you have 
created space for time together that will affect all the 
other moments of the week. You have called us to take 
time to recall your great love and mercy. However Lord, 
our minds and thoughts might be elsewhere. We may 
have lists on our minds of things we want to sort out: of 
feelings and emotions that we want to gain and which 
will last us without too much effort.

Help us we pray, to spend this time together as we 
wonder at the scope of your love. You care for each of us 
as if you care for each one alone. Help us face you today, 
to receive what you want to give us and wonder at your 
eternal love.
 
Amen



Song 
Suggestion

As We Are Gathered, Jesus Is Here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SCdD5Ouq-2Q




John 1 v. 43 - 51 New International Version
Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for 
Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow 
me.”
 
44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the 
town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found Nathanael 
and told him, “We have found the one Moses 
wrote about in the Law, and about whom the 
prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the 
son of Joseph.”
 
46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from 
there?” Nathanael asked.
 
“Come and see,” said Philip.
 
47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, 
he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in 
whom there is no deceit.”
 
48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked.
 
Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were 

Bible 
Reading



still under the fig tree before Philip called 
you.”
 
49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are 
the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.”
 
50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told 
you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see 
greater things than that.” 51 He then added, 
“Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on’ the Son of Man.”





Song 
Suggestion
Come, Now Is The Time To Worship

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USQn4IUmS20




In John 1 v. 48 we are told that Jesus saw 
Nathanael ‘under the fig tree’. For many 
people in Galilee the fig tree, traditionally 
planted near the front door of a home, was a 
place of quiet for rest or study or prayer. 
Since most homes had only one or two 
rooms, the spreading branches of a fig tree 
were where a person retreated for privacy 
and solitude.
 
Galileans were frequently looked down on by 
the more sophisticated Jews in Judea, it also 
appears that even fellow Galileans looked 
down on the residents of Nazareth. 
Nathanael was ready to dismiss Jesus 
simply because of what he presumed was 
the city of Jesus’ origin. Philip responds with 
a challenge though: ‘Come and see for 
yourself’. Nazareth might be the despised 
city Nathanael thought it was, but there is an 
exception to every rule. Philip’s words are not 
only a challenge to Nathanael but an 
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Thought



invitation to everyone who reads these words: Investigate Jesus and 
his claims for yourself!
 
In John 1 v. 47 we see Jesus pointing out that Nathanael was a man 
who was transparent in his motives and actions; he had no hidden 
agenda. Nathanael was willing to examine for himself the claims being 
made about Jesus even though he was at first skeptical.
 
Nathanael realized that Jesus demonstrated supernatural knowledge 
about where he had been. Jesus ‘saw’ Nathanael under the fig tree. 
Jesus’ statement along with Philip’s earlier declarations seem to have 
convinced Nathanael instantly of who Jesus was. In John 1 v. 49, we 
are told that Nathanael now respectfully addresses Jesus as ‘Rabbi’, 
but then he goes far beyond what any student would say to his Rabbi: 
‘you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel’. Clearly, Nathanael 
was acknowledging Jesus as the promised Messiah and much more.
 
Nathanael took a step of faith based largely on the miracle of Jesus’ 
supernatural knowledge. Jesus promises that he will see even greater 
things, including the sign miracles promised in the Old Testament to 
accompany the Messiah’s coming. Jesus is telling Nathanael (and the 
other disciples) that they will receive heaven – sent confirmation that 
the one they have believed in as the Messiah is the One appointed and 
sent by God.
 
With all of this in mind, why then don’t we find it easy to talk about 
Jesus? More people in the world probably will have heard of him than 
of the greatest sporting heroes! 
 
We need to remember that we are called by Jesus to be his witnesses, 
just like the disciples were. As Jesus has a heart for us - so we should 
have a heart for others, telling them of Jesus’ love. 



We see in the Gospels Jesus sharing our human lives, caring for 
human lives, and bearing the sins and needs of human life. That gives 
us something to talk about!
 
So what does the story of Philip and Nathaniel tell us about the need to 
follow Jesus?
 
‘FOLLOW ME’ (John 1 v. 43)
 
This is the basic call of Jesus to discipleship. Sometimes it comes as 
part of an initial call to become a follower of Jesus, as here. Sometimes 
it comes as a recall to an established disciple like Peter in John 21 v. 19. 
 
For us today as Christians, we need to share with family, friends, 
neighbours and work colleagues Jesus’ invitation to follow him.
 
‘COME AND SEE’ (John 1 v. 46)
 
It seems that Philip had an open heart, mind and mouth (John 1 v. 45)! 
He was a sharer of good news and so provides for us an example of 
sharing with other people the good news about Jesus. Today we need 
to invite people to experience a living relationship with Jesus. 
 
That may begin by inviting them to an event where they can ‘come 
and see’ (that is, consider his claims) but exchange of information 
about him with other people is not enough. They also need to be 
encouraged to ‘come and see’ in the personal commitment sense.

‘MORE TO BE’ (John 1 v. 50)
 
Nathaniel was impressed with Jesus’ knowledge and insight yet this 
was only a beginning of what God would be doing through Jesus. 



When people are led to see Jesus as the Son of God (John 1 v. 19), they 
will grow in experience, knowledge and power through a deeper 
relationship with Jesus.
 
As we grow in our relationship with Jesus, we develop a deeper 
understanding of who Jesus is and how he works in our lives. Those 
insights usually come from Scripture, but our experience of walking 
through life with Christ and learning to trust him in every situation will 
also help us develop a deeper grasp of who he is and what he stands 
to do for all those who truly follow him. 
 
There is always more for us to discover and to do as disciples. The risk 
is that having started to follow Jesus and having come and seen what 
he alone can do, we stop, and our spiritual lives just plateau out. This is 
something that we can’t allow to happen, especially if we want others 
to follow Jesus as well.



Song 
Suggestion
Let There Be Love Shared Among Us

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zEuS7Ut7kqI




God our Creator, Father and Friend, we give 
thanks today for the wonderful gift of life, 
with all its joys and responsibilities, its 
experiences and its opportunities. We praise 
you for good health and daily food, for the 
shelter and care of our homes, the love and 
loyalty of our friends. We thank you for work 
honestly done, for games well played, for all 
the truth we have learned and the good that 
has been achieved. We thank you for the 
teaching and example of Jesus Christ, our 
Saviour. For forgiveness and salvation, for his 
presence with us always and for the service 
into which he has called us. Help us today, 
we pray, to thank you not only with our lips, in 
praise and prayer, but also in our lives full of 
hope and love; for you and for each other.

Heavenly Father, we pray for our country, the 
local community that we are part of. Give 
wisdom to those who lead and discernment 
to those who govern. Lord God, as we 
approach that time when politicians will 
decide on the next steps out of ‘lockdown’, 
we pray that they will make the right choices 
for the good of all those concerned.

Prayers of 
Intercession



Loving Lord, we pray for all those who are facing tough choices at work 
or in their personal life. Surround them with your love, support them 
with your strength, console them with your comfort, and give them 
hope and courage beyond themselves, we pray.

We also this morning pray for the church, both here at Salendine Nook 
and wherever the church may be found. We pray for any big issues 
and decisions that we and others need to make at this time, we pray 
particularly for the many opportunities that you give to us to share the 
Good News of Jesus with others. Take away any fear or hesitancy that 
we may have in proclaiming that Jesus is Lord of all.

Between us all Gracious Lord, we know of many people who are 
struggling today with illness, crises, big decisions and major changes 
in their lives. Loving God, we bring them before you this day, knowing 
that your care and loving compassion is greater than any that we 
could bring, help us though to show loving concern for them as we 
now pray, naming them in the stillness and quietness of our hearts.

Each of us this morning Lord, have things on our own mind, perhaps 
things we hesitate to mention to anyone else. Lord God, you 
understand us and know us totally, and we believe that you only want 
the very best outcomes for us. We offer ourselves to you now in the 
honesty of our own hearts.

These, Lord, are the prayers of your people this morning. We ask you to 
take each one of these prayers and answer them in your own time and 
in your own way. And in the meantime give us expectant and trusting 
hearts. For we ask all of these things in the name of Jesus.
Amen



We share together in this responsive reading 
this morning as we witness together as the 
people of God. If you are following through at 
home please pause between the lighter blue 
print and the bolder green print.
 
Glory to you, Almighty God! 
You spoke and light came out of darkness, 
order rose from confusion. 
You breathed into the dust of the earth and 
we were formed in your image. 
You looked on the work of your hands, 
and declared that it was all good.
 
And still you speak, breathe life and 
look for us: we praise you.
 
Glory to you, Jesus Christ!
You met us as a refugee, a threatened child, 
the word made flesh, born in a forgotten 
place. You called us by name, 
to leave what was comfortable, 
to be your disciples, companions and friends. 
You saved us by kneeling at our feet, 
stretching your arms wide 
to take away our sins, 

Responsive 
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walking through death to life again.
 
And still you meet, call and save us: 
we praise you.
 
Glory to you, Holy Spirit! 
You brooded over chaos, mothering 
and shaping God’s new creation. 
You inspired prophets and evangelists 
to discover the right word for the right season. You liberated the early 
church for mission, claiming all of life for the Lord of all.
 
And still you brood over, inspire 
and liberate us: we praise you.



Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
On Earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
The power, and the glory,
For ever and ever.
Amen

The Lord’s 
Prayer



Now that we find ourselves once again 
holding in-person services in church, 
we are able to give of our finances to 
the work of the Lord when we are in 
church.

However, if you feel that you are not 
ready to return to in-person services 
yet, please keep on giving with a 
cheerful and grateful heart, praising 
God for all that he has given to you until 
the time arises when you feel that you 
can physically meet with us again and 
share in the finances of the church.

Offering



Song 
Suggestion

Restore, O Lord

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1g4p3v06lhk


Now may the Spirit of God,
Who brooded over the waters
And brought order out of chaos,
Find a home in our hearts
And settle our minds, both now
As we leave this place,
And into tomorrow, and may we
Live lives that are worthy
Of the glory of God, our Saviour.
Amen

Blessing


