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Welcome
Welcome to Church Together.
No matter wherever you are, whatever you do, 
whoever you are, together we can grow as Church 
Together. 
Today’s Service for this Final Sunday in May 2022 will 
be looking at: Ecclesiastes 11 v. 9 – 12 v. 14 
The theme for today’s service is: Never Enough Time 
- Time To Endure!



We hope that you will be able to engage 
with everything that has been produced 
for this service and that you would be able 
to Endure Life Whether You Are Young Or 
Old! 



Call To Worship
Psalm 23 v. 1 - 6 NLT 
The Lord is my shepherd;
I have everything I need.
He lets me rest in green meadows;
He leads me besides peaceful streams. He renews my 
strength.
He guides me along right paths, Bringing honour to his 
name. 
Even when I walk
Through the dark valley of death, I will not be afraid,
For you are close beside me. Your rod and your staff
Protect and comfort me. 
You prepare a feast for me
In the presence of my enemies.
You welcome me as a guest,
Anointing my head with oil.
My cup overflows with blessings
Surely your goodness and unfailing love
Will pursue me all the days of my life, And I will live in the 
house of the Lord Forever. 



Opening Prayer
Father God thank you that you have brought each of us 
safely to this place. We gladly surrender our lives to you in 
worship and praise today. 
Loving Lord, we invite Your Holy Spirit to move freely 
amongst us. Come dwell in each of our hearts. Equip us, 
challenge us, comfort us, teach us. Inspire us as we learn 
more about your majestic ways. Father, as we meet now 
may we behold Your beauty and encounter your grace. 
Thank you for the word that you have prepare for us 
during this time today, may it enrich and sanctify us 
according to your promises in Jesus Christ that you have 
given us. Thank you Lord for the grace that is sufficient for 
us. Let us encourage each other and our- selves to make 
sure that we all remain in the presence of our God 
through Jesus Christ. 
Lord Jesus, you declared yourself the way, the truth, and 
the life. Reveal to us today we pray, your truth, and inspire 
us we pray, with your life, that now and at all times we 
may find in you the way to the Father. 
Loving Lord Jesus, in the security of this moment, we 
confess to you that we have often failed to live up to the 
reasonable expectations that you require of us. In the 
name of Jesus who welcomed sinners and lifted up the 
downcast, we ask you to forgive us for what we have 
done and what we have made of ourselves. 
Today we celebrate your great love for us Lord. Today we 
celebrate Your mighty power, may we rest in Your 
presence bathe in Your goodness and celebrate your 



eternal life this day and always. 
Heavenly Father, today refresh our faith we pray, in your 
willingness to accept us, help us enjoy our standing as 
your much loved children, and enable us to live lives in 
which you can take delight today, we pray. 
We ask these prayers as we come to you this day, in the 
precious and glorious name of Jesus Christ our Lord and 
Saviour. 
Amen 



The Lord’s 
Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
On earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
And the glory, forever and ever.
Amen



Song 
Suggestion

As The Deer Pants For The Water



Ecclesiastes 11 v. 9 – 12 v. 14 NIV
9 You who are young, be happy while you are young,
and let your heart give you joy in the days of your youth. 
Follow the ways of your heart
and whatever your eyes see, 
but know that for all these things
God will bring you into judgment. 
10 So then, banish anxiety from your heart
and cast off the troubles of your body,
for youth and vigour are meaningless.

12 Remember your Creator
in the days of your youth, 
before the days of trouble come
and the years approach when you will say,
“I find no pleasure in them”— 
2 before the sun and the light
and the moon and the stars grow dark,
and the clouds return after the rain; 
3 when the keepers of the house tremble,
and the strong men stoop, 
when the grinders cease because they are few,
and those looking through the windows grow dim; 
4 when the doors to the street are closed
and the sound of grinding fades; 

Bible 
Reading



when people rise up at the sound of birds,
but all their songs grow faint; 
5 when people are afraid of heights
and of dangers in the streets;
when the almond tree blossoms 
and the grasshopper drags itself along 
and desire no longer is stirred.
Then people go to their eternal home 
and mourners go about the streets.

6 Remember him—before the silver cord is severed,
and the golden bowl is broken; 
before the pitcher is shattered at the spring,
and the wheel broken at the well, 
7 and the dust returns to the ground it came from,
and the spirit returns to God who gave it.

8 “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher.
“Everything is meaningless!” 

The Conclusion of the Matter 
9 Not only was the Teacher wise, but he also imparted 
knowledge to the people. He pondered and searched out 
and set in order many proverbs. 10 The Teacher searched 
to find just the right 
words, and what he wrote was upright and true.

11 The words of the wise are like goads, their collected 
sayings like firmly embedded nails— given by one 
shepherd. 12 Be warned, my son, of anything in addition to 
them.



Of making many books there is no end, and much study 
wearies the body.

13 Now all has been heard;
here is the conclusion of the matter: 
Fear God and keep his commandments,
for this is the duty of all mankind. 
14 For God will bring every deed into judgment,
including every hidden thing,
whether it is good or evil. 



Song 
Suggestion

Breathe On Me, Breath Of God





No matter wherever you are, whatever 
you do, whoever you are, together we 
can grow as Church Together here at 
Salendine Nook.

Now that we find ourselves once again 
holding services in Church, we are able 
to give of our finances to the work of 
the Lord when we are in church. 
If you feel that your are able to, then 
please keep on giving with a cheerful 
and grateful heart, praising God for all 
that he has given to you and share in 
the finances of the church.

Tithes, Gifts 
& Offerings



Youth and old age bring their own specific 
challenges and difficulties. This passage 
urges all action to be ‘today’. We can serve 
God no matter our age. However, each age 
group faces its own challenges. So, let’s look 
at the challenges that the young and the old 
face. 

A CHALLENGE TO THE YOUNG (Ecclesiastes 11 
v. 9 – 12 v. 1) 
Youth is a time of great opportunities. Firstly, 
we see that it’s a time for decision as we are 
told in Ecclesiastes 11 v. 9 . Solomon 
encourages the pursuit of innocent pleasure, 
not the reckless indulgence often associated 
with youth. We are told that young people 
are to remember that God will hold them 
accountable; therefore a knowledge of God 
will help avoid excess.

Secondly, we are told that it’s a time for 
enthusiasm as we see in Ecclesiastes 11 v. 10. 

Church 
Together 
Thought



The writer of Ecclesiastes tells us that young 
people are not to get despondent and 
disillusioned with life. Neither are they to 
become wicked or immoral, which is the 
underlying meaning of ‘troubles’ here). 
Youth is a transient momentary period of 
life. If handled properly, it prepares us well 
for adulthood, if not handled properly, it can 
damage the remainder of life.

Young people display reckless service at 
times, and older Christians must be careful 
not to hinder their zeal. On the other hand, 
the elderly can lose not only their physical 
sight as is seen in Ecclesiastes 12 v. 2, 3, but 
also their spiritual vision. We need one 
another, both young and old, and can 
benefit one another. We are told in Mark 14 
v. 8 which says: ‘She has done what she 
could and has anointed my body for burial 
ahead of time’; that Jesus commended a 
woman because she did what she could for 
him. Do we? 

Thirdly, we are told in Ecclesiastes 12 v. 1 that 
in our youth it’s a time for believing. Our 
relation- ship with God is foundational for 
coping with life in a fallen world. We are to 
remember God in our youth before we grow 
old and no longer have the ambition to 
carry out his will for us. If life is for enjoying 
and experimenting, it is also for believing. 



Most people believe in something; we are 
believers by nature. Solomon now urges 
young people to take God seriously. 

A CHALLENGE TO THE ELDERLY (Ecclesiastes 
12 v. 1 - 14)
If youth is a transient time, old age is a 
demanding time. Physically and mentally 
our powers 
begin to fail. Solomon in these verses 
challenges us to face up to this by a 
summary of old age.

Firstly, Solomon, in Ecclesiastes 12 v. 1 – 5 
which says: ‘Don’t let the excitement of youth 
cause you to forget your Creator. Honour 
him in your youth before you grow old and 
say, “Life is not pleasant anymore.” 2 
Remember him before the light of the sun, 
moon, and stars is dim to your old eyes, and 
rain clouds continually darken your sky. 3 
Remember him before your legs—the 
guards of your house—start to tremble; and 
before your shoulders—the strong men—
stoop. Re- member him before your teeth—
your few remaining servants—stop grinding; 
and before your eyes—the women looking 
through the windows—see d imly . 4 
Remember him before the door to life’s 
opportunities is closed and the sound of 
work fades. Now you rise at the first chirping 
of the birds, but then all their sounds will 



grow faint. 5 Remember him before you 
become fearful of falling and worry about 
danger in the streets; before your hair turns 
white like an almond tree in bloom, and you 
drag along without energy like a dying 
grasshopper, and the caperberry no long- er 
inspires sexual desire. Remember him before 
you near the grave, your everlasting home, 
when the mourners will weep at your 
funeral’. says that old age comes to us all. 
Indications of fading sight, of weakening 
energy and of diminishing desire are all 
evident here. This is an incentive to make the 
best use of our time when we have our 
faculties at their fullest.

For the young, life is full of vitality and 
excitement and demands to be enjoyed - 
now. The elderly feel life is passing quickly 
and therefore each moment must be 
grasped and appreciated - now. Both 
groups face the danger of short - term 
thinking. Yet God calls each of us to reflect 
on the future. We will all face retirement and 
eternity.

Secondly, we are told that death comes to 
us all in Ecclesiastes 12 v. 6, 7, which says: 
‘Remember him—before the silver cord is 
severed, and the golden bowl is broken; 
before the pitcher is shattered at the spring, 
and the wheel broken at the well, and the 



dust returns to the ground it came from, and 
the spirit returns to God who gave it’. The 
end of a human life is portrayed vividly here. 
Yet there is an acknowledgement of 
something more.

Death even for Solomon was not the end. In 
the light of the New Testament, we know a 
lot more to prepare ourselves for eternity.

Thirdly, in Ecclesiastes 12 v. 13, 14, which 
says: ‘Now all has been heard; here is the 
conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep 
his commandments, for this is the duty of all 
mankind. 14 For God will bring every deed 
into judgment, including every hidden thing, 
whether it is good or evil’. The Teacher, 
Solomon concludes that God comes to us 
all. Having called on his readers to fear God 
and keep his commandments, Solomon 
reminds us that there is a day coming in 
which God will confront each of us with our 
lives, our conduct, our faith - or lack of it. 
Again, this is more fully developed in the 
New Testament, but there is sufficient 
warning here to make us face up to God 
now, whatever our age.

These final verses remind us of the 
importance of our relationship with God as 
we live in a fallen world. Life is filled with 
ambiguity; there are many things we will 



never understand. But God sees the big 
picture; he knows what will happen in the 
future. If we allow his plan – obeying his 
commandments with his help – we will 
discover joy amongst the ambiguity. 



Prayers Of 
Approach
Father of all age groups,
Increase our harmony together as we dedicate our ages 
to you.
For the young,
Give them the insight to draw on your wisdom,
Give them the enthusiasm for your ways, Give them the 
endurance which sees long term, Give them the good 
foundation on which to build their future.
Give them yourself today.
For the mature,
Give them your inspiration to rear their family with the 
values of God,
Give them your tenacity to persevere when all seems dark 
and dull,
Give them your wisdom to reach for your highest and not 
settle for less,
Give them your mind that the temporal may not drown 
the spiritual.
Give them yourself today.
For the elderly,
Give them your strength to maintain an independent 
spirit,
Give them more than the settled life of tedium,
Give them the inner renewal of your Holy Spirit which 
encourages others,



Give them the peace that is confident of their resting-
place with you.
Give them yourself today.
Amen



Song 
Suggestion

Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah



Prayers Of 
Intercession
Loving Heavenly Father, it gives us joy and delight to be in 
your presence this day. Father, you know all there is to 
know about us. You share our joy in health and you 
understand our weakness in illness. You know us through 
and through, and in Jesus you have shared human joy 
and sorrow, human companion- ship and loneliness. You 
know our thoughts before we think them, and understand 
what we are trying to say better than we do. 
As you know us so well. Be a comfort and a guide, a 
strength and a challenge, so that we may serve you in 
wholeness of body and spirit. Heal us, Lord. Transform us. 
Renew us. Draw us closer to you in the journey of this 
coming week, empower us with strength and courage 
and with the assurance that you are with us always. 
There are still many in need of your grace in our world 
today we pray. There are still many in need of your love in 
our world today we pray. And there are still many in need 
of salvation in our world. Lord, today we pray that you 
would enter our lives, our churches, our cities, our 
countries once again and help us to be your eyes, ears, 
hands and feet in the places you have put us. 
We give thanks that we can turn to you in prayer and in 
faith, lifting all those who are on our hearts to you this day 
that they may find comfort and strength in you today. 
Hear the prayers of our hearts now Lord, as we bring them 



to you in the silence of these moments. 
We pray for our own Government and Governments 
around the world, that you will guide them in the difficult 
decisions they are having to make concerning various 
events within their own countries. 
We give thanks for all those in the health service, for 
carers, for staff in hospitals and many others on their 
Frontline, for those who minister to the sick and dying, who 
are giving so much of themselves to help others. Give 
them strength, we pray, to keep going in difficult and 
stressful times. 
Lord we pray for all those who do not know you, especially 
in their time of need, and pray that their eyes will be 
opened to the love of Jesus Christ. 
And finally, Lord we pray for ourselves. Help us Lord to 
follow your example in all that we do and say as we 
journey with you. We place ourselves, this Church and all 
your people into your loving care. Please accept these our 
prayers, in Jesus name. 
Amen 





Song 
Suggestion

O Lord My God! When I In 
Awesome Wonder



Lord, let us go from here in peace, May 
your Word be fulfilled with us. May your 
blessing be ever with us, As we seek to 
be your witnesses in the world. 
May your grace, love and fellowship, Be 
with us until we meet again. 
Amen

Blessing


