Church Together
Emotions - Friendships & Love
10th July 2022

Welcome
Welcome to Church Together.
No matter wherever you are, whatever you do,
whoever you are, together we can grow as Church
Together.
Today’s Service for this Second Sunday in July 2022
will be looking at: 1 Samuel 18 v. 1 - 5 & 1 Samuel 23 v.
14 - 18
The theme for today’s service is: Emotions Friendship & Love

We hope that you will be able to engage
with everything that has been produced
for this service and that you would be able
to Know The Depth Of Close Friendship
And The Bond Of Christian Love

Call To Worship
Psalm 117 v. 1 - 2 NLT
Praise the Lord, all you nations. Praise him, all you people
of the earth. For he loves us with unfailing love;
For the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.
Praise the Lord!

Song
Suggestion
Father God I Wonder

Opening Prayer
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
His love is everlasting and extends to all creation.
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
Bringing wholeness, and peace beyond understanding.
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
His arms open wide welcoming home the prodigals.
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
His promises are sure, His kingdom shall last forever.
Thank you Lord God for the opportunity of being able to
worship you today. Thank you for the freedom to be
amongst your family here today, meeting together in the
warmth of your embrace.
Thank you that in worship we can put aside, the
uncertainties of this world and rest upon the certainties of
the Kingdom, for your promises are not changeable as
those of the world might be, but immovable and eternal.
Thank you that we can bring to your feet all the hurts and
fears that trouble us, and leave them there, knowing that
your strength and assurance are all that we require.
Thank you that as we draw near in worship, we are
transported from a world of concerns and fears, to a
place where we can be at peace in your presence, find
healing, wholeness and refreshment. Thank you Lord God
for the opportunity of being with you today.
Amen

Song
Suggestion
How Lovely On The Mountains

Bible
Reading
1 Samuel 18 v. 1 - 5 NIV
Saul’s growing fear of David
18 After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan
became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as
himself. 2 From that day Saul kept David with him and did
not let him return home to his family. 3 And Jonathan
made a covenant with David because he loved him as
him- self. 4 Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing
and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his
sword, his bow and his belt.
5 Whatever mission Saul sent him on, David was so
successful that Saul gave him a high rank in the army.
This pleased all the troops, and Saul’s officers as well.

Bible
Reading
1 Samuel 23 v. 14 - 18 NIV
14 David stayed in the wilderness strongholds and in the
hills of the Desert of Ziph. Day after day Saul searched for
him, but God did not give David into his hands.
15 While David was at Horesh in the Desert of Ziph, he
learned that Saul had come out to take his life. 16 And
Saul’s son Jonathan went to David at Horesh and helped
him to find strength in God. 17 ‘Don’t be afraid,’ he said. ‘My
father Saul will not lay a hand on you. You shall be king
over Israel, and I will be second to you. Even my father
Saul knows this.’ 18 The two of them made a covenant
before the Lord. Then Jonathan went home, but David
remained at Horesh.

Song
Suggestion
What A Friend We Have In Jesus

Church
Together
Thought
If you watch television ‘soaps’, you will know
how much the storyline depends on
relationships. They form, they develop, they
break up and a kaleidoscope of human
emotion spills out around them.
This week, we are going to see David move
from an aloneness that had probably
become loneliness into a life - enriching
friendship.
He had spent much of his time alone with his
father’s sheep and his relationship with his
brothers were obviously bad as we can see
from 1 Samuel 17 v. 28, 29. When Samuel had
anointed him, his brothers had watched,
knowing that, whatever it was all about, they
had been rejected (1 Samuel 16 v. 13). Now
David was seen as a spoilt brat. The wrong
motives were attributed to him, and it is the
voice of someone who has had this kind of
treatment again and again that protests,
‘Now what have I done? Can’t I even ask a
question?’ Undoubtedly, David has felt

disliked, rejected, isolated and probably a
victim of bullying.
The time has come for him to stand up to an
even greater bully, Goliath, and for God to
provide him with a real friend, Jonathan. It is
in these verses from 1 Samuel 18 v. 1 – 5 that
we see God graciously providing David with
a close friend in the person of Jonathan.
Jonathan, the eldest son of King Saul, was
already the commander of a thousand
soldiers, engaged in fighting the Philistines.
This friendship helped David survive Saul’s
various attempts on his life. God created us
to be close to people and to need their
companionship and help. The importance of
a significant friend to whom we can be
accountable cannot be overestimated.
When Saul’s faulty judgement led to him
commanding his soldiers not to eat (1
Samuel 14 v. 24 - 27), Jonathan, who had
known nothing of the order, had to be
rescued from his father’s plan to kill him (1
Samuel 14 v. 45). All this was to be David’s
experience, too, so Jonathan and David had
much in common.
The fact that Jonathan was an older man
and was the king’s heir, while David had
been spending most of his time with sheep,
seems to have had no significance. After
David had killed Goliath and been called to
Saul to report, as we read in 1 Samuel 17 v. 55
- 58, David and Jonathan became firm

friends (1 Samuel 18 v. 1). 1 Samuel 18 v. 1 - 5
shows us Jonathan’s esteem for David, his
loyalty and generosity.
The writer of 1 Samuel records in chapters 18
- 23 two different strands of human emotion.
There are many events which would have
engendered fear. There is also the strand
that shows the practical and emotional
support which came from the friendship
between David and Jonathan.
David was forced, again and again, to run
away from Saul’s murderous intentions. 1
Samuel 19 — not one of our selected Bible
passages — shows David in flight from the
king, but receiving help from Jonathan, from
his wife Michal (a daughter of King Saul) and
from the prophet Samuel.
If you have time, it would be good at some
point to read 1 Samuel 20 v. 1 - 42 & 23 v. 14 18.
As Saul pursued David, God protected,
provided for, and preserved David’s life.
During the difficult years of running from
Saul, David must have felt alone and
abandoned by God. But here in 1 Samuel 23
v. 14 – 18 we are told that God was working
to protect David throughout that time. Even
when things look bad for us, God is with us,
protecting us in ways we do not know. He is
indeed worthy of our confidence and trust.
We are told in 1 Samuel 23 v. 14 – 18 that
once Jonathan located David, he

encouraged him to find his strength in God.
Jonathan was aware of the fearsome
difficulties David faced, but he also knew
that God was equal to the task. We often
face problems too big for us alone, but God
is bigger than the worst of them. At times we
may wonder what we have to offer others.
We can always do what Jonathan did for
Da- vid. We can remind others that God is
with them and that he is greater than any
problem they might face. How wonderful to
have a friend who will come when you are in
need and help you find strength in God (1
Samuel 23 v. 16 NIV)!
I wonder what can we learn from the
friendship and love of David and Jonathan
which will enrich the friendships we have
today? As we think this through our thoughts
refers to various parts of 1 Samuel 18 - 23.

MAKING A FRIEND
People make acquaintances for all sorts of
reasons: because they feel they can benefit
from the other per- son, because it makes
them look better, because they feel sorry for
someone, sometimes because there is no
one else around! However, the most famous
friendship in the Bible grew out of different
circumstances. Jonathan and David found
themselves ‘one in spirit’ we are told in 1

Samuel 18 v. 1.
Although David might have been a threat to
Jonathan, usurping his position as the
people’s military hero, Jonathan loved him
for it. His present - giving was not only
generous in value, it was also symbolically
saying, ‘You are welcome to my status and
reputation as well’ (1 Samuel 18 v. 4).
To befriend those who need company is
always a good thing (and it is a challenge to
every church to create a context which
allows lonely people to find the
companionship that we all need). However,
that should not detract from the specialness
of developing close friendships of shared
and lasting loyalty (1 Samuel 18 v. 3).
‘A friend who sticks closer than a brother’ we
are told in Proverbs 18 v. 24; outside family
ties or sexual relationships can give us the
communication, support, self - esteem and
accountability to strengthen our singleness,
our family life, our sexual purity, or all three!
BEING A FRIEND
All sincere friendship is good, but is it
especially good to have Christian friends? To
David and Jonathan, it was important that
their friendship was ‘in the name of the
Lord’ (1 Samuel 20 v. 42).
Experience does show that there is
something remarkable about having Christ
as the third person in a friendship. (Is there a

hint of this in Ecclesiastes 4 v. 9 - 12?). At a
low ebb, David evidently took great strength
from recognising the godliness of
Jonathan’s friendship (1 Samuel 23 v. 16).
The values in their relationship make a good
checklist against which to measure our own
friendships.
As friends are we: honest even in
disagreement (1 Samuel 20 v. 2, 3), willing to
do anything for each other (1 Samuel 20 v.
4), equally confident to ask for each other’s
help (1 Samuel 20 v. 8, 14) and genuinely
selfless (1 Samuel 20 v. 17)?
LOSING A FRIEND
Friendships are ended or interrupted for
many reasons. David was to experience the
loss of friends by death, by betrayal (Psalm
41 v. 9) and by circumstances forcing them
apart. In each case he showed the rightness
of real grief, but he never showed bitterness.
As he parted from Jonathan in order to save
his life, he felt at peace because he had trust
in the friendship surviving separation and
difficulty (1 Samuel 20 v. 42).
ILLUSTRATION
What they said about friends:
Hugh Kingsmill, humorist: Friends are God’s
apology for relations.
Spike Milligan, comedian: Money can’t buy
friends, but it can get you a better class of

enemy.
Jeffrey Bernard, columnist: It may be more
difficult to make new friends as you get
older, but it is some consolation to know how
easy it is to lose them when you are young.
George Washington, first president of the
United States: True friendship is a plant of
slow growth and must undergo and
withstand the shocks of adversity before it is
entitled to the appellation.
Charles Peguy, French twentieth - century
theologian: Love is rarer than genius itself.
And friendship is rarer than love.
C S Lewis, The Four Loves: Lovers are
normally face to face, absorbed in each
other. Friends are side by side, absorbed in
some common interest.
Whether this sermon has led you to rejoice in
your friendships, challenged you to take
them more seriously or prompted you to get
out your old address book, let it do one more
thing: astonish you that Jesus sees you as
his friend (John 15 v. 15).

Tithes, Gifts
& Offerings
No matter wherever you are, whatever
you do, whoever you are, together we
can grow as Church Together here at
Salendine Nook.
Now that we find ourselves once again
holding services in Church, we are able
to give of our finances to the work of
the Lord when we are in church.
If you feel that your are able to, then
please keep on giving with a cheerful
and grateful heart, praising God for all
that he has given to you and share in
the finances of the church.

Prayers Of
Intercession
Loving Heavenly Father, it gives us joy and delight to be in
your presence this day. To know that you are indeed our
Lord and Saviour. To you all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts today we pray, by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and therefore worthily magnify your holy name this
day.
Loving God, we lift up in prayer today, the community in
which we worship, and those whose lives inter- weave
ours. We pray for the many churches in Huddersfield; may
their lives of worship and service be used by you, may
they be guided by your Spirit, and may they be filled with
the joy of the risen Lord Jesus; and may they, along with
us here today, be brought into a deeper partnership as
we celebrate and serve you where we find ourselves.
We pray for the many local schools in this area as they
prepare to break for the Summer holidays in the next
couple of weeks. May they be places where children,
young people and staff are prized for who they are; where
good education is passed on to the upcoming
generations for the good of their lives and the
communities that they are part of. May the holidays be a
time of refreshing and renewing for both staff and pupils.
We pray also for those students who are awaiting exam

results or are contemplating their futures.
We pray for those whose occupation is to serve this
community. We pray for health workers, police,
emergency services and all those who contribute to the
lives of this community. May they, together with all who
live here, help this to be a better community where need
is met and hope is given.
For a moment in the quietness of this day, we pray, Lord
Jesus, for those who have served in our church and in the
world, but who are no longer with us. We thank you, loving
Lord, for all those who have heard the call of Jesus, and
have responded with their lives. W thank you for those
who have shared their faith with us. In silence now we
name before you those who have served us in special
ways, influenced our lives and lead us nearer to you. As
we learn from both their successes and failures, so may
we offer our- selves as servants of your kingdom today
we pray.
We ask all of these prayers in the powerful and wonderful
name of Jesus.
Amen

The Lord’s
Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
On earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
And the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

Song
Suggestion
You Shall Go Out With Joy

Blessing
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with
you, wherever He may send you.
May He guide you through the
wilderness, protect you through the
storm.
May He bring you home rejoicing at the
wonders He has shown you.
May He bring you home rejoicing once
again into our doors.
Amen

