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Welcome
Welcome to Church Together.
No matter wherever you are, whatever you do, 
whoever you are, together we can grow as Church 
Together. 
Today’s Service for this First Sunday in July 2022 will 
be looking at: 1 Samuel 16 v. 1 - 13 
The theme for today’s service is: Emotions  - God 
Looks At The Heart 
Today’s service that is set out in this edition of Church 
Together also includes Communion. 



We hope that you will be able to engage 
with everything that has been produced 
for this service and that you would be able 
to Know That God Looks At What Your Are 
Like On The Inside And Not What You Are 
Like On The Outside!



Call To Worship
Psalm 100 v. 1 - 5 NLT 
Shout for joy to the Lord, O earth! Worship the Lord with 
gladness. Come before him, singing with joy. 
Acknowledge that the Lord is God! He made us, and we 
are his. 
We are his people, the sheep of his pasture. Enter his 
gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him and bless his name. 
For the Lord is good.
His unfailing love continues forever,
And his faithfulness continues to each generation. 





Opening Prayer
God of grace, we open our hearts, minds and souls to 
worship you today. 
Thank you that today we dwell in your kingdom and live in 
your presence. Thank you that as we gather together we 
join with all Christians across the world to glorify your holy 
name. Come be with us, inspire us and lead us in our time 
together today. 
As we gather here in the harbour of your safety we thank 
you for fellowship and family. We ask that you will 
strengthen us, restore us and inspire us with your love. 
Lord, would you fill us with your peace so that as we 
journey onwards we would pour out your love and grace 
to others. 
We ask that our souls would catch the wind of your Holy 
Spirit so that we would take your promises to all the earth. 
We ask all this in the beautiful name of Jesus. 
Amen



Song 
Suggestion

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 
Almighty





1 Samuel 16 v. 1 - 13 NIV
Samuel Anoints David
16 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for 
Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your 
horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to 
Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be 
king.” 
2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he 
will kill me.” 
The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have 
come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the 
sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint 
for me the one I indicate.” 4 Samuel did what the Lord 
said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the 
town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you 
come in peace?” 
5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice 
to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and come to the 
sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his 
sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, 
“Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here be- fore the Lord.” 
7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his 
appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord 
does not look at the things people look at. People look at 
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the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front 
of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The Lord has not chosen this 
one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but 
Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse 
had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel 
said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 11 So he 
asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” 
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is 
tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for him; we will 
not sit down until he arrives.” 
12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was 
glowing with health and had a fine appearance and 
handsome features. 
Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 
13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the 
presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit 
of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel then 
went to Ramah. 



Song 
Suggestion

Jesus Is King And I Will Extol Him



‘Close your eyes and open your hands.’ I 
heard that often as a child, usually with 
mixed feelings. Experience had taught me 
that not every surprise was a pleasant one. 
Feeling surprised is not so much an emotion 
in itself as a trigger for emotion. 
God could be said to experience emotion, 
but he is never surprised. Nor is he shocked, 
for feeling shocked is an intense form of 
surprise. God knows what possibilities lie 
within each of us. He knows how we will 
react. Nothing we do can surprise or shock 
him, though we certainly can grieve him.

Surprise! Surprise! 
The anointing of David as recorded in 1 
Samuel 16 v. 1 - 13 is packed full of surprises. 
Samuel was surprised that God appeared to 
be giving him a task which would threaten 
his life. Samuel was paralyzed by despair 
over Saul’s failure, but God intervened and 
pointed Samuel toward a new venture. The 
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town leaders at Bethlehem were surprised at 
Samuel’s arrival. In both these cases, 
surprise aroused fear. 
Samuel expressed surprise that Eliab was 
not God’s chosen man. He must also have 
been surprised as six more young men were 
presented to him and still God did not 
prompt him to single out one of them. 
I wonder how much Jesse understood what 
was going on (1 Samuel 16 v. 10). He, too, 
must have been more than a little surprised 
at the way events were developing. 
In the society of that time, no one would 
single out the youngest boy in a family, and 
yet that was just what God had chosen to 
do. Status, family position and appearance 
do not matter to God: what is in the heart 
does (1 Samuel 16 v. 7). Jesus was to place 
the same emphasis on what is in our hearts 
(see Matthew 15 v. 16 - 20; Mark 7 v. 20 - 23). 
God’s anointing of David, symbolised in the 
oil poured on David’s head, was for kingship, 
even though he was not to take on the role 
of being king for some time. 
God’s anointing with the ‘oil’ of the Spirit is 
for everyone whose heart’s allegiance is to 
Christ. From the time David was anointed by 
Samuel, ‘the Spirit of the Lord took control of 
David and stayed with him from then on’ (1 
Samuel 16 v. 13). The Holy Spirit could make 
his home in David because his heart was set 
on God. 



As we look at the passage a little more, what 
becomes relevant for us in 2022? 
You live in Bethlehem in BC1000. You are 
being visited by a prophet, which is always a 
rum business be- cause he might be 
coming with a message of judgement, but 
that is exaggerated when it is Samuel. He is 
the most revered religious leader of the 
country but, never presumably having 
shaved or cut his hair, he is also a fearful 
sight (1 Samuel 1 v. 11). No wonder you 
tremble: ‘Is your mission here a peaceful 
one?’ But what you don’t realise is that 
Samuel is agitated too. God has told him to 
declare some unknown to be king of Israel. 
The problem is that there already is a king of 
Israel, named Saul, for whom assassination 
of a prophet is all in a day’s work. The 
I s r a e l i t e k i n g i s G o d ’ s s u p r e m e 
representative on earth — the Psalms 
picture him sitting at God’s right-hand side 
— and to usurp him, God has chosen ... a 
farmer’s lad! 
Samuel was paralyzed by despair over 
Saul’s failure, but God intervened and 
pointed Samuel towards a new venture. Saul 
had failed as King, but God had another 
man in mind for the job. It has been said that 
when the past is quarrelling with the present 
there can be no future. We all need to quit 
living in the past after we have learned its 
lessons. There is a time for all of us to 



proceed to new assignments and goals. 
Spiritual renewal involves letting go of what 
was in the past so we can take hold of what 
is in the present and redirect our course 
towards a new life for the future. This is what 
Samuel is about to do as he anoints David. 

GOD SEES MORE THAN SURFACE DEEP 
This is a society in which achievement is 
very important, looks and dress, are very 
important, what people own is very 
important. To the comfortable, this story is a 
great challenge, for God is not interested in 
your status. 

ILLUSTRATION 
Earlier this century, a 26-year-old parlour 
maid, Gladys Aylward, who knew that God 
was calling her to China, sat facing the 
principal of the China Inland Mission at its 
London headquarters. He was looking at the 
reports spread out in front of him. 

‘You’ve been with us now for three months, 
I see?’ he said.
‘Yes, sir.’
‘Theology, now...?’
‘I wasn’t very good at theology, was I?’ she 
said quietly.
‘No, you weren’t. Not good at all.’

She hardly heard the voice which reiterated 



her list of failures. She knew she lacked the 
persuasiveness to argue with him or the 
education to pass his examinations. She 
knew she hadn’t the background; she knew 
she had no chance. 
The principal was also concerned about her 
age. Were she to stay in training for another 
three years, she would be almost thirty by 
the time she reached China. The Mission had 
found that, at that age, people found it 
extremely difficult to learn the Chinese 
language. So, Gladys Aylward was turned 
down. 
Nevertheless, God had called her to China. 
With very little help or encouragement, she 
eventually got there, learned the language 
and, with God’s help, achieved amazing 
things. Her biographer, Alan Burgess, 
described her in The Small Woman as ‘one 
of the most remarkable women of her 
generation’. 
God chose a shepherd as king, fishermen as 
church leaders, a woman as the first witness 
to the resurrection, a child as an example of 
greatness. All God asks is, ‘Is this a person 
after my own heart?’ (1 Samuel 13 v. 14, 
quoted in Acts 13 v. 22). 
God’s choice of the man who would succeed 
Saul undoubtedly surprised Samuel. In this 
passage God tells us how he judges the 
value of individuals. It is not the physical gifts 
of strength or beauty that make them great. 



God judges’ people by their ‘thoughts and 
intentions’ (1 Samuel 16 v. 7). It is not what we 
see that is important; it is who a person is on 
the inside that matters. Most of us are not 
models of physical perfection, so it might 
come as some relief that God does not 
judge us in this way. Saul had failed, despite 
his external attractiveness. God is concerned 
with our humi l i ty and obedience – 
requirements for anyone who hopes to 
succeed in God’s kingdom. 
To the unimportant, full of sin or poor or 
isolated, this story is a great source of 
conf idence, for Jesus has achieved 
everything you could not do. He has 
changed your heart. 

GOD’S LOVE IS UNCHANGEABLE 
This story does not end in the way we expect. 
In the ‘fairy tale’ version we want Samuel to 
reject wealthy Abinadab, reject handsome 
Shammah, reject muscular Eliab and choose 
David — ugly, squat and covered with warts. 
That was not the reality. 
When David arrived, he was even better 
looking, healthier and his eyes sparkled (1 
Samuel 16 v. 12). And unlike Cinderella, his 
story was to end in heartbreak, sin, and 
failure. 
A fairy story Bible would be no use to us. The 
salvation of God is not a happy-ever-after 
tale, but a gritty reality. You cannot 



persuade God to love you more by being a 
better person; he loves you perfectly al- 
ready. That love will stay constant through 
the sins and disappointments that lay 
ahead for you as well!

GOD TRANSFORMS PEOPLE 
In God the poor are rich, the weak are strong. 
Just like David, God has plans for you; work 
that needs to be done in his service. You 
cannot do them in your own strength, but 
the ‘anointing ’ of the Holy Spirit will 
empower you to do those things (1 Samuel 
16 v. 13).

ILLUSTRATION 
We see a successful financier on his way to 
his city office; God sees his child. 
We see a beggar shivering on a station 
concourse; God sees his child. 
We see a housewife struggling to keep the 
home in order while 2.5 children rampage; 
God sees his child. 
We see the image of a film star familiar from 
a million posters all over the world; God sees 
his child. 
We see yet another person hurt and insulted 
because of their religion, skin colour, 
orientation or disability; God sees his child. 
That is the scope of what Jesus has 
achieved. 
The God, who is outside time, sees at this 



very moment the utterly lovely, perfect you 
who will one day share heaven with him. 
Because of all that Jesus has done to 
transform you, that is the heart which God 
sees in you right now. 
The challenge is to live what you really are! 



No matter wherever you are, whatever 
you do, whoever you are, together we 
can grow as Church Together here at 
Salendine Nook.

Now that we find ourselves once again 
holding services in Church, we are able 
to give of our finances to the work of 
the Lord when we are in church. 
If you feel that your are able to, then 
please keep on giving with a cheerful 
and grateful heart, praising God for all 
that he has given to you and share in 
the finances of the church.

Tithes, Gifts 
& Offerings



Song 
Suggestion

Be Still For The Presence Of The 
lord



Communion
Today is a Sunday when we would normally share 
communion together. We come together today 
remembering the love and sacrifice that Jesus made on 
the Cross for our sins and for our forgiveness. We gather 
together here in Church or at home as the body of Christ 
in order to share the bread and the cup together. 
We are able do this by getting a small glass of red juice 
(fruit juice, squash etc.) and a small piece of bread and 
‘sharing these elements’ at a time that is convenient to 
you. 
(Normally as a church we will do this during the service at 
about 11.30am.) 
Our normal practice is to say these words: 
For I received from the Lord what I pass on to you: The 
Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and 
when he had given thanks, (you might like to pray at this 
point) he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for 
you; do this in remembrance of me.’ (this is the time to 
eat the bread). In the same way, after supper he took the 
cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ (now 
is the time to drink the cup). For whenever you eat this 
bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 
1 Corinthians 11 v. 22 - 26 
If you would like to do this today with us, if you are at 
home, then please do so, and may the Lord’s richest 
blessings be with you today.



Prayers Of 
Intercession
Give us strength of purpose and faith in you today we 
pray, in order to take decisions seriously, to under- stand 
the consequences of our actions for others, as well as 
ourselves, and, always, to seek your guidance through 
prayer. 
We are reminded of our responsibilities as your people to 
follow instructions and laws in order to be good disciples. 
When we hear and watch the news, we can see that times 
are difficult and as we long for what we consider normal 
times, help us to protect others and ourselves so, that one 
day we may be able to re- turn to the church building to 
worship and sing our praises to you once again. Help us 
to remember that the church is not the building, the 
Church is the people. Help us Lord to work together as 
your people to stay connected with each other and with 
you through these difficult and challenging times. 
We think and pray for the homeless, the unemployed, the 
asylum seeker and those in greatest need. Lord Jesus be 
with those who find themselves lost and alone in society. 
Support all those who work and volunteer to bring hope to 
these people. 
We pray for our families and friends. Lord we all face the 
normal ups and downs of life in many different ways. We 
thank you that Jesus knows our every situation. Help us 
we pray to face the different situations we face with 



dignity and love. 
We pray today for the world - wide church and we pray 
especially for the local churches here in Huddersfield and 
for our own church family. We pray for all who minister to 
the community in whatever way and in whatever role, 
may you guide and support them in all that they do. 
We continue to pray for the sick, both at home and in 
hospital, or hospice. We think of the elderly, the 
housebound and those in care homes. We pray for all 
those who care for their needs, both professionally and in 
the family. So again, as we share a moment of silence 
together, we bring before you those known only to 
ourselves and name them before you, Lord Jesus, in our 
hearts. 
And finally, Lord we pray for ourselves. Help us Lord to 
follow your example in all that we do and say as we 
journey with you. We place ourselves, this Church and all 
your people into your loving care. Please accept these our 
prayers, in Jesus name. 
Amen 



The Lord’s 
Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
On earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
And the glory, forever and ever.
Amen



Song 
Suggestion

To God Be The Glory



May the peace of the Lord Christ go with 
you, wherever He may send you. 
May He guide you through the 
wilderness, protect you through the 
storm. 
May He bring you home rejoicing at the 
wonders He has shown you. 
May He bring you home rejoicing once 
again into our doors. 
Amen

Blessing


