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Welcome
Welcome to Church Together.
No matter wherever you are, whatever you do, whoever
you are, together we can grow as Church Together.
Our flexible Sunday worship patterns blend together on line services, home deliveries and emailed copies of
Church Together.
Today’s Service for this Mothering Sunday Service we will
be looking at: Acts 10 v. 1 - 23 & v. 24 - 48
The theme for today’s service is: Mission To Those Who
Have Never Heard!

Today’s service that is set out in this
edition of Church Together is also
Mothering Sunday. We will be thinking
about Mission To Those Who Have Never
Heard!
We hope that you will be able to engage
with everything that has been produced
for this Mothering Sunday Service In
March 2022 and that you would indeed
Know The Goodness That Only Jesus Can
Bring To Your Life.

Call To Worship
Psalm 62 v. 1 - 2 & 5 - 8 NLT
I wait quietly before God,
For my salvation comes from him.
He alone is my rock and my salvation,
My fortress where I will never be shaken.
I wait quietly before God, for my hope is in him.
He alone is my rock and my salvation,
My fortress where I will not be shaken.
My salvation and my honour come from
God alone.
He is my refuge, a rock where no enemy can reach me.
O my people, trust in him at all times.
Pour out your heart to him,
For God is our refuge.

Song
Suggestion
Dear Lord And Father Of Mankind

Opening Prayer
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on
earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we
worship you this day and we give you thanks and we
praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb
of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on
us; you are seated at the right hand of the father: receive
our prayer, we pray.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Lord God of Hosts, who is like you? Your strength and
faithfulness, Lord, are all around you. You founded the
world and all that is in it; your hand is mighty, your right
hand lifted high; your throne is founded on righteousness
and justice; love and faithfulness are in attendance on
you. Happy are the people who have learnt to acclaim
you. Blessed be the Lord for ever.
Amen

Bible
Reading
Acts 10 v. 1 – 23 NIV
Cornelius Calls for Peter
10 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a
centurion in what was known as the Italian Regiment. 2 He
and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave
generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly.
3 One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision.
He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and
said, “Cornelius!”
4 Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he
asked.
The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor
have come up as a memorial offering before God. 5 Now
send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon
who is called Peter. 6 He is staying with Simon the tanner,
whose house is by the sea.”
7 When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius
called two of his servants and a devout soldier who was
one of his attendants. 8 He told them everything that had
happened and sent them to Joppa.

Peter’s Vision
9 About noon the following day as they were on their
journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the
roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted
something to eat, and while the meal was being
prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw heaven opened
and something like a large sheet being let down to earth
by its four corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four-footed
animals, as well as reptiles and birds. 13 Then a voice told
him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.”
14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten
anything impure or unclean.”
15 The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call
anything impure that God has made clean.”
16 This happened three times, and immediately the sheet
was taken back to heaven.
17 While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the
vision, the men sent by Cornelius found out where Simon’s
house was and stopped at the gate. 18 They called out,
asking if Simon who was known as Peter was staying
there.
19 While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit
said to him, “Simon, three[a] men are looking for you. 20
So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with
them, for I have sent them.”
21 Peter went down and said to the men, “I’m the one
you’re looking for. Why have you come?”

22 The men replied, “We have come from Cornelius the
centurion. He is a righteous and God-fearing man, who is
respected by all the Jewish people. A holy angel told him
to ask you to come to his house so that he could hear
what you have to say.” 23 Then Peter invited the men into
the house to be his guests.
Peter at Cornelius’s House
The next day Peter started out with them, and some of the
believers from Joppa went along.

Song
Suggestion
How Deep The Father’s Love For
Us

Bible
Reading
Acts 10 v. 24 – 48 NIV
24 The following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius
was expecting them and had called together his relatives
and close friends. 25 As Peter entered the house,
Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in reverence. 26 But
Peter made him get up. “Stand up,” he said, “I am only a
man myself.”
27 While talking with him, Peter went inside and found a
large gathering of people. 28 He said to them: “You are
well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate
with or visit a Gentile. But God has shown me that I should
not call anyone impure or unclean. 29 So when I was sent
for, I came without raising any objection. May I ask why
you sent for me?”
30 Cornelius answered: “Three days ago I was in my
house praying at this hour, at three in the afternoon.
Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me 31
and said, ‘Cornelius, God has heard your prayer and
remembered your gifts to the poor. 32 Send to Joppa for
Simon who is called Peter. He is a guest in the home of
Simon the tanner, who lives by the sea.’ 33 So I sent for
you immediately, and it was good of you to come. Now
we are all here in the presence of God to listen to
everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us.”
34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is

that God does not show favouritism 35 but accepts from
every nation the one who fears him and does what is
right. 36 You know the message God sent to the people of
Israel, announcing the good news of peace through Jesus
Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened
throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee
after the baptism that John preached— 38 how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power,
and how he went around doing good and healing all who
were under the power of the devil, because God was with
him.
39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country
of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging
him on a cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on
the third day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not
seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had
already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after
he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach
to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God
appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy
Spirit came on all who heard the message. 45 The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were
astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured
out even on Gentiles. 46 For they heard them speaking in
tongues and praising God.
Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can stand in the way of
their being baptized with water. They have received the
Holy Spirit just as we have.” 48 So he ordered that they be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked

Song
Suggestion
Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is
Mine!

Church
Together
Thought
The good news is for everyone. There are no
exceptions. Of course, people have the
power to reject the message, but it is
available to everyone. Sometimes we may
think that someone is ‘beyond the pale’ or
cannot be reached by the gospel. That is not
the case, and we need to change our
thinking.
Someone once wrote: ‘My friend Janet is a
case in point. When I first met her, her
lifestyle was one that I found very alien. She
smoked pot and lived in artistic confusion —
although squalor was the word that was
more likely to spring to my mind! Although I
talked about Jesus to some of the other
young mothers around, I didn’t expect Janet
to be interested. In fact, when she first began
to ask me questions about Christianity, it was
plain that she wasn’t really interested in my
answers — she just wanted to be
contentious’.
Peter needed a vision from the Lord to

encourage him to respond to Cornelius.
What’s more, Cornelius needed a message
from God, too, in order to ask Peter to come
to him.
So, the message of hope is for everyone, not
just for those we consider ‘suitable’ or who
fit our preconceptions. Cornelius certainly
didn’t fit Peter’s — he turned them upside
down! Before God can change other people
through the gospel message, he may have
to change our attitudes and prejudices.
For Peter, the change was a dramatic and
fundamental one. He had to realise that he
was not to consider anything (or anyone)
unclean that God has declared clean as we
are told in Acts 10 v. 15 which says: ‘The
voice spoke to him a second time, ‘Do not
call anything impure that God has made
clean’. This was a total and radical shift
away from all of his previous thinking,
although Jesus had tried to convey the
same truth to him and his fellow disciples in
the past.
It was Peter himself, we are told, who on one
occasion at least, had asked Jesus for
further explanations about this very matter.
We find this in Matthew 15 v. 10 – 20 which
says: ‘Jesus called the crowd to him and
said, ‘Listen and understand. 11 What goes
into someone’s mouth does not defile them,
but what comes out of their mouth, that is
what defiles them.’ 12 Then the disciples

came to him and asked, ‘Do you know that
the Pharisees were offended when they
heard this?’
13 He replied, ‘Every plant that my heavenly
Father has not planted will be pulled up by
the roots. 14 Leave them; they are blind
guides. If the blind lead the blind, both will
fall into a pit.’ 15 Peter said, ‘Explain the
parable to us.’
16 ‘Are you still so dull?’ Jesus asked them. 17
‘Don’t you see that whatever enters the
mouth goes into the stomach and then out
of the body? 18 But the things that come out
of a person’s mouth come from the heart,
and these defile them. 19 For out of the heart
come evil thoughts – murder, adultery,
sexual immorality, theft, false testimony,
slander. 20 These are what defile a person;
but eating with unwashed hands does not
defile them.’
This illustrates one of the realities of our
humanness: we frequently need to hear the
same truth several times before we really
accept it.
Perhaps after the events described in Acts
10, where God demonstrated so clearly to
Peter that he accepted Cornelius, the two
men became friends and kept in touch with
one another throughout the years that
followed. What is clear, however, is that he
recognised Cornelius as his brother in Christ.

Although the initiative was the Lord’s, it was
Peter who implemented Cornelius’ initiation
into the family of believers via baptism (Acts
10 v. 47, 48).
What is the challenge then of God to us with
regard to those who have never heard the
gospel?
It might be that It is a challenge to go (as
Acts 10 v. 1 - 48 illustrates) from where it’s
safe, to the unknown, in obedience to the
vision with human hands and voices
treating the unreached as equals so that
sins may be forgiven.
Run that past me again . . . . . !
FROM WHERE IT’S SAFE TO THE UNKNOWN . . .
It is easy to underestimate the significance
of what is happening in this chapter. This
was the point at which the Christian
community became one of ‘all times and all
places’. It was indeed a revolution. Without it
Christianity would have remained a little
Jewish - Samaritan enclave, and you and I,
among a billion others, would have been
lost.
Jesus’ commission gives us the ultimate
command to take the good news to those
who have never heard, just as we are told in
Acts 10 v. 42; the mission to Cornelius gives
us the ultimate example.
We are not to be satisfied with living the
gospel where it is comfortable (in this case,

among the Jews); we are to proclaim the
gospel wherever we are sent (in this case,
among the Gentiles). This is so, even if it
leads us to places, we would rather not go
(Acts 10 v. 28) or are criticised for going in
the first place; for as we are told in Acts 11 v. 1
– 3: ‘The apostles and the believers
throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles
also had received the word of God. 2 So
when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcised believers criticised him 3 and
said, ‘You went into the house of
uncircumcised men and ate with them.’
IN OBEDIENCE TO THE VISION . . .
Not one person, but two, needed to respond
to God’s calling for this revolution to take
place (Acts 10 v. 7, 17). Cornelius knew what
his need was; Peter responded to the need
that only he could fulfil. This was not Peter
venturing at random into the unknown, and
that provides a pattern for mission today.
While honouring the courage and devotion
of a previous generation of missionaries, one
must acknowledge the damage caused by
the insensitivity with which they went into
cultures which they did not understand. The
need for cross - cultural missionaries has
not gone away, but God is showing us that
his work is best accomplished by indigenous
workers among their own people.
That applies to distant rain forests and

working - class estates alike. Mission is now
seen much more as a partnership — amply provided churches offering the financial and
human resources that it takes for local
people to fulfil the mission in the best
possible way.
Then, as now, we need an openness to God
in order to discern what is needed and then
to be willing to respond. This is highlighted
for us in Acts 10 v. 19 – 22 where we read:
‘While Peter was still thinking about the
vision, the Spirit said to him, ‘Simon, three
men are looking for you. 20 So get up and go
downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them,
for I have sent them.’ 21 Peter went down and
said to the men, ‘I’m the one you’re looking
for. Why have you come?’
22 The men replied, ‘We have come from
Cornelius the centurion. He is a righteous
and God - fearing man, who is respected by
all the Jewish people. A holy angel told him
to ask you to come to his house so that he
could hear what you have to say.’
WITH HUMAN HANDS AND VOICES . . .
Why was Peter needed at all? Why didn’t the
angel simply reveal the fullness of the
gospel of Jesus to Cornelius as part of the
vision (Acts 10 v. 4)? The answer is simple because God always and only works
through humans responding to his call. The
world will never receive the fullness of the

Holy Spirit that God longs to pour out on all
people unless individuals feel the
restlessness that comes with his calling and
resolve to do something about it (Acts 10 v.
45).
ILLUSTRATION
William Carey approached a meeting of
Baptist ministers in 1786 to seek support for
overseas mission in 1786. The chairman of
the meeting declared, ‘Sit down, young man!
When it pleases the Lord to convert the
heathen, he will do it without your help or
mine.’
It is in the grace of God that Carey ignored
him and, six years later, founded the Baptist
Missionary Society, sailed to India, and
changed the nature of world mission for
many generations to come.
We are appalled now by the attitude, that
the gospel was too good for certain races of
people and that spreading the knowledge
of the gospel seems to be highly
preposterous. But I wonder which of our as –
yet - hidden prejudices about how the
gospel should be proclaimed will scandalise
future generations! Do we, for instance, want
disruptive teenagers ‘in’ to hear the good
news or ‘out’ to protect the church fabric?
TREATING THE UNREACHED AS EQUALS . . .
In Acts 10 v. 26 we are told that Peter refuses

to succumb to the temptation to be treated
as special. Among those with whom he will
share the gospel, he goes with humility and
courtesy as Acts 10 v. 28 reminds us. His
starting point is not, ‘This is what I want to
tell you’ but, ‘Is there some need with which
I can help?’ (Acts 10 v. 29).
SO THAT SINS MAY BE FORGIVEN . . .
Why go to all this trouble to introduce Christ
to a world which may not even want him?
Maybe it’s because it is part of God’s plan for
an entire world to be reconciled to him
through the forgiveness of sin (Acts 10 v. 43).
Until that happens, we will never have a
world which is at peace with itself and with
its Creator. So, praise God for the mission
that is underway, and pray for its increase
(Acts 11 v. 18).
AND THAT’S THE CHALLENGE!
How are you intending to respond today?

A Prayer For
Mother’s Day
(By Claire
Schoepp)
Lord, we remember the mothers
Who have gone before us.
For their love, sacrifice, struggle
And joy, we thank you.
Lord, we remember the mothers of
Scripture who are a part of our story
As we are a part of your story.
For their courage, faith, love and
Fierceness, we thank you.
Lord, we remember those who have not
Given birth to us, but are mothers to us.
For their gift of themselves that they
Have given, we thank you.
For the women who struggle with
Fertility, for those women whom
Society labels as less in their childlessness,

For those women who have lost children.
For their tears, for their strength,
For their wisdom, for their lives,
We thank you.
In your name we pray. Amen

Tithes, Gifts
& Offerings
No matter wherever you are, whatever
you do, whoever you are, together we
can grow as Church Together here at
Salendine Nook.
Now that we find ourselves once again
holding services in Church, we are able
to give of our finances to the work of
the Lord when we are in church.
If you feel that your are able to, then
please keep on giving with a cheerful
and grateful heart, praising God for all
that he has given to you and share in
the finances of the church.

Mothering
Sunday
Explanation
Mothering Sunday is a day honouring mothers and
mother churches, celebrated in the British Isles and
elsewhere in the English - speaking world on the fourth
Sunday in Lent since the Middle Ages.
On Mothering Sunday, Christians have historically visited
their mother church - the church in which they received
the sacrament of baptism.
Although it's often called Mothers' Day it has no
connection with the American festival of that name.
Traditionally, it was a day when children, mainly
daughters, who had gone to work as domestic servants
were given a day off to visit their mother and family.
Today it is a day when children give presents, flowers, and
home-made cards to their mothers.
Most Sundays in the year churchgoers in England worship
at their nearest parish or 'daughter church'.
Centuries ago it was considered important for people to
return to their home or 'mother' church once a year. So

each year in the middle of Lent, everyone would visit their
'mother' church - the main church or cathedral of the
area.
Inevitably the return to the 'mother' church became an
occasion for family reunions when children who were
working away returned home.
(It was quite common in those days for children to leave
home for work once they were ten years old.)
And most historians think that it was the return to the
'Mother' church which led to the tradition of children,
particularly those working as domestic servants, or as
apprentices, being given the day off to visit their mother
and family.
As they walked along the country lanes, children would
pick wild flowers or violets to take to church or give to
their mother as a small gift.

A Prayer For
Mothering
Sunday
Thank you God for the love of our mothers:
Thank you God for their care and concern;
Thank you God for the joys
They have shared with us;
Thank you God for the pains
They have borne for us;
Thank you God for all that they give us;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Prayers Of
Intercession
Heavenly Father, as we celebrate and worship together
today, we bring to you in the precious name of Jesus the
needs of the church, the needs of the world, the needs of
others around us and our own needs.
We pray for the church: for the way in which we can
worship you in different ways; and for those who dare not
celebrate you openly. We pray for Christians in countries
where there is persecution and fear; we especially pray
today for the church in Ukraine. Help us to be glad of your
presence, and to rejoice in your Son. Give to us the help
we need to be loyal and faithful as your church here on
earth.
We pray for peace in the world: for countries where there
is war; for places where there is hatred between races; for
the leaders of nations. By your Holy Spirit among us may
bitterness and hatred be cast out, and the peace and
goodwill of your Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus, find a
place in the hearts of all peoples.
We pray for people in need: for those who are ill, for the
lonely and bereaved; for the refugee and the homeless;
for the hungry and the poor. Be near to all who especially
need your love today; let your Spirit be with those who
care for them, and give to all of us the desire to help when
and where we can.
We pray for our family and our friends: for those away

from us today; for those who have asked for our prayers;
for those that we are able to meet with and be with. In all
of our life, in our giving and receiving, in all that we are
able to do at this time, may we remember that we are
part of your heavenly family here on earth.
Finally, we pray for ourselves: we ask for strength to serve
others; we ask for deepening love; we ask for adventuring
faith and a boldness of thought; we ask for a depth of
courage to face the tasks ahead and we ask that you
would be present in all the days that are ahead of us.
Amen

The Lord’s
Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
On earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
And the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

Song
Suggestion
Lord The Light Of Your Love Is
Shining

Blessing
Lord, be thou within us to strengthen us,
Without us to keep us, above us to
protect us,
Beneath us to uphold us, before us to
direct us,
Behind us to keep us from straying,
Round about us to defend us,
Blessed be thou, O Lord our Father,
For ever and ever.
Amen

