Salendine Nook Baptist Church – Church Together
Sunday 19th October 2025 – Advancement Of The Good News

Welcome
In today’s Service we will be looking at: Philippians 1 v. 21 - 30
The theme for our service today is: Advancement Of The Good News
Today our service also includes: Communion
We hope that you will be able to engage with everything that has been produced for today’s service and that you would be able to Know That Through Trials And Suffering, There Is Always The Opportunity To Share The Good News Of Jesus

Call To Worship
Psalm 113 v. 1 - 5 NLT
Praise the Lord!
Yes, give praise, O servants of the Lord.
Praise the name of the Lord!
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Forever and ever.
Everywhere—from east to west—
Praise the name of the Lord.
For the Lord is high above the nations;
His glory is far greater than the heavens.
Who can be compared with the Lord our God,
Who is enthroned on high?

Opening Prayer
Father God, We praise You today for all that You have done in our lives. You are faithful even when we are faithless. Your love pursues us even when we are unlovable. Your forgiveness covers our sins and frees us from its penalty. We praise You for your love and faithfulness towards us. Your presence in our lives changes everything, empowering us to live each moment of every day, content in knowing You are in control. As we face today, Lord, remind us that no matter what happens, we can praise You! In Your Name we pray.
Amen

Song Suggestion
Morning Has Broken, Like The First Morning

Bible Reading
Philippians 1 v. 21 – 30 NIV
21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labour for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that through my being with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on account of me.
Life Worthy of the Gospel
27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by God. 29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for him, 30 since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have.

Song Suggestion
All Over The World The Spirit Is Moving

Church Together Thought
No matter where we find ourselves there is always an opportunity to share the Good News of Jesus. In the passage from Philippians 1 v. 21 – 30; we know that Paul was in prison in Rome, considering the possibility that he might be killed because he had been preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ. But Paul sees positive outcomes no matter what, when he says in v. 21: ‘To live is Christ and to die is gain’.
Death can be ‘gain’ for Paul only because he knows he will get more after his death than he has in this life. He trusts his Saviour for eternal life, so throughout his earthly life, after his conversion, he sought to serve his Saviour - Jesus. If he dies, he will be assured of a reward. If he lives, he can preach the gospel. Because his life is in Christ, and Christ is his priority, both possibilities are good. No wonder Paul feels that he can rejoice!
Philippians 1 v. 22 – 24 says: ‘If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labour for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body.’ If it were just for himself, Paul would rather choose to die, escape his troubles, and enjoy life with Christ. But he has an assignment to preach and teach, and he is convinced that he is not yet finished with sharing the Good News about Jesus.
Also, in Philippians 1 v. 25 – 26 we read: ‘Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me.’ For Paul his work among the believers is to help them experience joy in their faith. His release from prison and his ministry among them will help the Philippians focus on Christ as their source of joy.
From the passage that we have read, we can glean four things that allow us to have opportunities to advance the Gospel like Paul sought to do. These are the things we are called to do.
FIRSTLY, WE NEED TO STAND FIRM IN ONE SPIRIT
Paul lived for the sake of the gospel, and he expected those he led to the Lord to do the same thing. Everything Paul did in his life was for the sake of the gospel. The purpose of our lives should be predominately for the gospel; there is no other reason for us to be here but to share the Good News of Jesus.
Paul had one reason to live and that was Christ. He compared his life to the lives of those who live for themselves. You and I are either going to live our lives for Christ or for ourselves – Paul lived his for Jesus. Tent making was an avocation, more like a hobby – he used it to support himself and a few others and that’s all. Paul’s vocation, his main calling in life was preaching. For many today, however, their jobs are their occupation – what we do for the Lord is sandwiched in with everything else like a hobby or a pastime – this is not right. Yes, we all must earn a living, but we need to stand firm in the knowledge that Jesus should take primary position in our lives.
SECONDLY, WE MUST STRIVE TOGETHER SIDE BY SIDE
We are told in 1 Corinthians 9 v. 16 that what we do with others and for others ought to be for the sake of the gospel. Every opportunity we have with others ought to be an occasion to help them grow and to further their joy of faith. Paul’s only desire to live was to be a help to these people who lived in Philippi – he knew that if he could get back to see them, he could help them rejoice more abundantly in Jesus Christ – of course, we are not only to encourage those who are already saved but we are to use every opportunity to lead others to Jesus, as well.
THIRDLY, WE HAVE TO BE OF ONE MIND
We can see in Philippians 1 v. 27, that Paul told the Philippians: ‘Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel’.
Paul encourages the Philippian Church to let their conversation be as if it spoke the gospel of Christ. In other words, their conversation was to match the work of the gospel in their lives, and it was to further the work of the gospel in the lives of others. Their words were to reveal that they were saved, and their words were to be a testimony to others to get saved. With that kind of conversation, they could strive together for the sake of the gospel in one spirit, with one mind. Otherwise, they would be divided, causing the work of the ministry to be hindered.
FOURTHLY, WE MUST NEVER BE INTIMIDATED BY OPPONENTS
In Philippians 1 v. 28 – 30 we are told that there is no way that we are going to further the gospel of Christ and live for the sake of Christ without suffering at the hands of our enemies. You can live as a Christian and avoid this suffering if you decide not to live for the sake of the gospel – but if you decide to be a bold witness for Jesus Christ, you are going to run into trouble with people. We are told this in 2 Thessalonians 1 v. 4 - 6; 1 Peter 4 v. 12 – 14.
Paul suffered at the hands of men in just about every place he preached – it is strange today how acceptable our lukewarm brand of Christianity has become – that’s because the church has conformed to the world – when you suffer, your adversaries will believe that you suffer because you are wrong – in reality, your suffering will be a testimony to you that you are right.
FINALLY
Paul hints at the many troubles the Philippians themselves are facing. This may be why he mentioned the possibility of death, why he set an example of viewing death as gain, why he encouraged them to view everything through the lens of Christ. Whether in life or in death, their goal should also be to exalt Christ, to bring glory to him, to demonstrate that he is worthy of their trust.
Their behaviour should show that they trust in Christ even when threatened. Imitate me, he seems to be saying. Face your trials just as I am facing mine — rejoicing in Christ, holding fast to the faith. And he urges unity, a point he will address again in later chapters.
As we have said, Paul encourages them to stand firm. He says in Philippians 1 v. 28: ‘without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by God. If the Philippian Christians keep their faith even when threatened with death, it will be evidence that they are thoroughly convinced of a glorious afterlife with Christ. This will exalt Christ, and might convince some people that they need the salvation that these saints so strongly believe in.
Paul then writes about a surprising gift. In Philippians 1 v. 29 – 30 he says: ‘For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him, since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have’. Yes, they are to view their sufferings as a gift, as part of their faith in a crucified Saviour.
Just as the Philippians share grace with Paul, they also share in persecutions. Yet they are to rejoice, for the sufferings are part of joining Jesus in his journey to glory, and these sufferings exalt Christ, showing him to be more valuable than all earthly comforts, more valuable than life itself. Whether they live or die, they have reason to rejoice, for they have Christ!

Offering
If you feel that you are able to, then please keep on giving to the work of the church here at Salendine Nook, with a generous and cheerful heart, praising God for all that he has given to you and share in the finances of the church.

Moment Of Reflection
To Live Is Christ. To Die Is Gain Philippians 1 v. 21

Song Suggestion
Majesty, Worship His Majesty

Communion
Jesus said: ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty’. Romans 5 v. 8 also tells us: ‘God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us’.
An Invitation to the Table:
Come to this table, not because you must but because you may, not because you are strong, but because you are weak. Come, not because any goodness of your own gives you a right to come, but because you need mercy and help. Come, because you love the Lord a little and would like to love him more. Come, because he loved you and gave himself for you. Come and meet the risen Christ, for we are his Body, his People.
A prayer of Approach:
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secret is hidden; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord, we pray. Amen.
As we prepare to receive the bread and the cup, we hear the words of The Institution:
The Apostle Paul tells us of the institution of the Lord’s Supper, when he says: ‘For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night that he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said: ‘This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me’. In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying: ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me’. For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 1 Corinthians 11 v. 23 - 26
A Prayer of Thanksgiving before we eat the bread and drink the cup:
Loving God, we praise and thank you for your love shown to us in Jesus Christ. We thank you for his life and ministry, announcing the good news of your kingdom and demonstrating its power in the lifting of the downtrodden, and the healing of the sick, and the loving of the loveless. We thank you for his sacrificial death upon the cross, for the redemption of the world, and for your raising him to life again, as a foretaste of the glory we shall share. We give you thanks for this bread and wine, symbols of our world and signs of your transforming love. Send your Holy Spirit, we pray, that we might be renewed into the likeness of Jesus Christ and formed into his body. This we pray in his name and for his sake. Amen.
WE NOW SHARE AND EAT OF THE BREAD AND SHARE AND DRINK OF THE CUP
A Final Prayer of Acclamation:
Your death, O Lord, we commemorate. Your resurrection we confess. Your final coming we await. Glory be to you, O Christ.
Amen

Prayers Of Intercession
Let’s pray together this day for:
Everything you give us Lord, for the sunshine and the changing seasons, and the resilience to walk with you in these times.
Those families that are known to us. For those who are young, working, elderly. Those who struggle in their health.
You being there in every circumstance and situation that we find ourselves in.
Those without homes, through eviction, or the inability to pay rent, those dispossessed through migration in Europe and throughout the world, particularly those affected by wars and natural disasters in their home country.
That Your kingdom is founded on love and that you welcome all people there. We remember the promise in John 14 that your house has many rooms and we are assured of our forever home with you.
Those who are marginalised and live on the edge of society. Praying for their dignity and wellbeing.
One another. Praying for health and strength today.
Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
On earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
And the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

Song Suggestion
Thine Be The Glory

Blessing	
And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
And the love of God
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all
Now and evermore.
Amen
