Church Together
Emotions - Feelings Out Of Control
31st July 2022

Welcome
Welcome to Church Together.
No matter wherever you are, whatever you do,
whoever you are, together we can grow as Church
Together.
Today’s Service for this Final Sunday in July 2022 will
be looking at: 2 Samuel 11 v. 1 - 27
The theme for today’s service is: Emotions – Feelings
Out Of Control

We hope that you will be able to engage
with everything that has been produced
for this service and that you would be able
to Allow God To Walk With You
Throughout Your Life; Through Good
Times And Hard Times.

Call To Worship
Psalm 150 v. 1 - 6 NLT
Praise the Lord!
Praise God in his heavenly dwelling;
Praise him in his mighty heaven!
Praise him for his mighty works;
Praise his unequalled greatness!
Praise him with a blast of the trumpet;
Praise him with the lyre and harp!
Praise him with the tambourine and dancing;
Praise him with stringed instruments and flutes!
Praise him with a clash of cymbals; Praise him with loud
clanging cymbals.
Let everything that lives sing praises to the Lord!
Praise the Lord!

Opening Prayer
God our Creator, Father and Friend, we give thanks for the
wonderful gift of life, with all its joys and responsibilities, its
experiences and opportunities.
We praise you for good health, and daily food, for the
shelter and care of our homes, and the love and loyal- ty
of our friends.
We bless you for work honestly done, for games well
played, and for all the truth we have learned and the
good we have been able to achieve.
We thank you for the teaching and example of our Lord
Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness and salvation we have
received through him, for his presence with us always and
for the service into which he has called us.
Help us to express our thanks not only in our praises and
prayers, but also through the lives we lead; through Jesus
Christ our Lord we pray.
Amen

Tithes, Gifts
& Offerings
No matter wherever you are, whatever
you do, whoever you are, together we
can grow as Church Together here at
Salendine Nook.
Now that we find ourselves once again
holding services in Church, we can give
of our finances to the work of the Lord
when we are in church. If you feel that
you can, then please keep on giving
with a cheerful and grateful heart,
praising God for all that he has given to
you and share in the finances of the
church.

Song
Suggestion
All Things Bright And Beutiful

Bible
Reading
2 Samuel 11 v. 1 – 27 NIV
David and Bathsheba
11 In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David
sent Joab out with the king’s men and the whole Israelite
army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged
Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.
2 One evening David got up from his bed and walked
around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a
woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 3 and
David sent someone to find out about her. The man said,
“She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of
Uriah the Hittite.” 4 Then David sent messengers to get
her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (Now she was
purifying herself from her monthly uncleanness.) Then she
went back home. 5 The woman conceived and sent word
to David, saying, “I am pregnant.”
6So7David sent this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the
Hittite.” And Joab sent him to Da- vid. When Uriah came
to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the soldiers
were and how the war was going. 8 Then David said to
Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.” So
Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was sent
after him. 9 But Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace
with all his master’s servants and did not go down to his
house.

10 David was told, “Uriah did not go home.” So he asked
Uriah, “Haven’t you just come from a military campaign?
Why didn’t you go home?”
11 Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are
staying in tents, and my commander Jo- ab and my
lord’s men are camped in the open country. How could I
go to my house to eat and drink and make love to my
wife? As surely as you live, I will not do such a thing!”
12 Then David said to him, “Stay here one more day, and
tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah remained in
Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 At David’s invitation,
he ate and drank with him, and David made him drunk.
But in the evening Uriah went out to sleep on his mat
among his master’s servants; he did not go home.
14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it
with Uriah. 15 In it he wrote, “Put Uriah out in front where
the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will
be struck down and die.”
16 So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at
a place where he knew the strongest defenders were. 17
When the men of the city came out and fought against
Joab, some of the men in David’s army fell; moreover,
Uriah the Hittite died.
18 Joab sent David a full account of the battle. 19 He
instructed the messenger: “When you have finished giving
the king this account of the battle, 20 the king’s anger
may flare up, and he may ask you, ‘Why did you get so
close to the city to fight? Didn’t you know they would
shoot arrows from the wall? 21 Who killed Abimelek son of
Jerub - Besheth? Didn’t a woman drop an upper millstone on him from the wall, so that he died in Thebez?
Why did you get so close to the wall?’ If he asks you this,

then say to him, ‘Moreover, your servant Uriah the Hittite is
dead.’”
22 The messenger set out, and when he arrived he told
David everything Joab had sent him to say. 23 The
messenger said to David, “The men overpowered us and
came out against us in the open, but we drove them back
to the entrance of the city gate. 24 Then the archers shot
arrows at your servants from the wall, and some of the
king’s men died. Moreover, your servant Uriah the Hittite is
dead.”
25 David told the messenger, “Say this to Joab: ‘Don’t let
this upset you; the sword devours one
as well as another. Press the attack against the city and
destroy it.’ Say this to encourage Joab.”
26 When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead,
she mourned for him. 27 After the time of mourning was
over, David had her brought to his house, and she
became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing David
had done displeased the Lord.

Song
Suggestion
Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine

Church
Together
Thought
Two young children were playing with a toy.
One child wanted it for himself alone. In a
storm of shrieks and violence, he runs off,
clutching the toy. We have all watched
scenes like this. In our childhood, we are likely
to have been part of such an outburst. We
may have caused it; we may have suffered
from it. And in our adult years? Have there
been times when we have had an overwhelming desire for something that we knew
should not be ours?
Emotional desire, if not checked, can be
allowed to get beyond our control, so
damaging ourselves and, all too often, other
people.
There were times in his life when David did
not give way to the pull of strong emotion. He
was able to hold back from killing King Saul
when his enemy was unaware that he was
very near and defenceless should David
attack. We are told this in 1 Samuel 24, 26.
When Abigail appealed to his better

judgement, David curbed the rage that
Nabal had aroused in him (1 Samuel 25).
This week, in our final sermon on the series
Emotions, that we have been looking at over
the last month, we meet an older King David,
now ruling over a nation that is enjoying
peace. He has just moved into a new palace,
something else that must have given him
great pleasure. His contentment may even
have been touched with elation. Life is good!
Then God tells him that there is one thing he
still wants which he is not going to have. He
may not build a temple for the Lord. God will,
however, choose one of his sons to be king
when David reaches the end of his earthly
life. That son will be the one to build a
temple.
David’s response could have been a storm
of disappointment, anger, jealousy of his
own son — a wide range of negative
emotions; but when we read 2 Samuel 7 v. 18
- 29 we are told of David’s actual response.
Here is a man at peace with God.
David, however, is not yet at the end of his
life. He may have done well to curb some of
his strong and negative emotions, but then
he finds himself unexpectedly facing great
sexual temptation (2 Samuel 11 v. 1 - 5).
There are people all around us who lack a
biblical perspective on sexual temptation
and on problems over undesired pregnancy.
Take a moment to compare what develops

when Bathsheba finds she is pregnant with
what might happen in a similar situation
today. Today’s medical knowledge might
give a different reason for the child’s death,
but the Hebrew people always regarded
God himself as the first cause of everything
that happens. Medical explanations,
however, do not alter the fact that Nathan
predicted the death of the child even before
he was born (2 Samuel 12 v. 13, 14).
Through all this emotional turmoil, David
held to his faith in God, discovering the
wonder of forgiveness. Psalm 51, which he
wrote at this time, has helped many who
have needed to confess their sin and come
back to God. He never turns such a one
away.
This sermon uses 2 Samuel 11 v. 1 - 27 partly
as a reflection on adultery as a specific sin,
but mainly as a way of reflecting on the
impact that sin of any kind can have on our
lives, and God’s gracious response to it.
What then do we learn from this passage?
FIRSTLY, WE NEED TO ASK - WHO IS
RESPONSIBLE FOR SIN?
Why do we do things we know we shouldn’t
do?
ILLUSTRATION
W E Gladstone, four times Prime Minister of
the UK in the nineteenth century:

I have known in my time nine Prime
Ministers, and I am aware that seven of
them were adulterers. Their virtue has been
that they did not break the eleventh
commandment. (Victorian readers would
have understood the ‘eleventh
commandment’ to imply: ‘Thou shalt not
get found out!’)
Is sin merely an understandable
consequence of ‘unreasonable’ temptation
or a poor environment or bad company? In
David’s case it was certainly not seduction
by Bathsheba which led him to adultery. She
seems to have been passive (2 Samuel 11 v.
4), while the verbs used to describe David
are all active.
Nor can David’s environment or colleagues
be blamed. Nothing in the story excuses
David, and when he wrote about the
incident, he found no one to accuse but
himself (Psalm 51 v. 5). He was in the wrong
place (2 Samuel 11 v. 1), and maybe
boredom or curiosity or unexpected
opportunity led him to make the first wrong
move (2 Samuel 11 v. 3).
Boredom, curiosity, and opportunity are, if
anything, greater now than three thousand
years ago in these days of Internet, video,
independence, and contraception. But more
temptation does not imply more excuse.

SECONDLY, WE NEED TO ASK - WHO IS
AFFECTED BY SIN?
The consequences of David’s action had an
impact on far more people than he could
have imagined. Bathsheba lost both
husband and child (2 Samuel 11 v. 26; 12 v.
19). David’s colleagues were forced to
collude with his treachery (2 Samuel 11 v. 14 17).
After the incident, sexual sin and violence
became endemic in David’s family (2
Samuel 13). And worse still, God was
affected since David realised that it was
‘against the Lord’ that he had sinned (2
Samuel 11 v. 27; 12 v. l3a).
Sometimes we tell ourselves that our ‘little’
sins will not harm anyone but ourselves. But
sin does not just hurt humans; it offends our
holy God (Psalm 51 v. 4).
FINALLY, WE NEED TO ASK - WHO WILL
RESCUE US FROM SIN?
God will, endlessly and graciously!
He responds first by challenging us. He has
given us a conscience which makes us
aware of what we have done wrong — in
David’s case his conscience hit home
through Nathan’s human voice (2 Samuel 12
v. 1 - 7).
Secondly, he responds by forgiving us. This is
his promise - but the promise is made to
those whose realisation of the damage they

have done is such that they are brokenhearted (Psalm 51 v. 17).
Thirdly, God restores us. Nathan was able
instantly to reassure David that his
forgiveness was total (2 Samuel 12 v. 13b).
David’s work for God was not finished, and
God’s love for him and his family was
endless (2 Samuel 12 v. 24, 25).
All actions have consequences, even
forgiven ones, and God did not rescue David
from the results of the mess he had got
himself into (2 Samuel 12 v. 18, 22, 23). But no
sin we commit could possibly disqualify
repentant people from serving and following
our compassionate God, who sent Jesus to
our world as the source of all forgiveness
(Psalm 103 v. 10 - 12).

Song
Suggestion
Restore, O Lord, The Honour Of
Your Name

Prayers Of
Intercession
Let us pray this week:
We pray for those we know who struggle with mental
health issues, anxiety and depression. We pray that there
will be resources released to help, enough staff employed
and finances given to- wards mental health services
nationally. Help us to be a friend and a listening ear to
those who suffer. Fill us with compassion and wisdom.
Ultimately, we pray for those who wrestle with sor- row,
that they may know your victory over those dark thoughts
which currently seem to triumph in their lives.
Thank You for this day Lord. Thank you for the wind and
rain, sun and snow, warmth and cold. We think of many
barren lands around our world where no - one would
complain. Thank You for the time we shared and for our
plans and schemes, We think of people round the world
who have lost their hopes and dreams. Thank You for life's
simple things, for blessings on the way, For all we take for
granted, Lord, and thank You for today.
Lord, we pray this day for those who are hurting, those
who are fearful and those who are griev- ing, be close to
these brothers and sisters for whom we pray, may they
find you in their pain, within their fear and sharing their
sadness; and, finding you, may they find healing for their
hurt, love for their fear, and peace for their distress.
Lord, we lift up to you the community that we are part of;

for the shops around us, the schools, the churches, and all
that makes up our community. May your blessing rest
upon them as they seek to make sense of the ongoing
situations that they find themselves in and its implications
for their futures.
Amen

The Lord’s
Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
On earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
And the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

Song
Suggestion
Dear Lord And Father Of Mankind

Blessing
Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do
not depend on your own understanding.
Seek God’s will in all you do, and he will
direct your paths.
Amen

